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Abstract . Eight Andean species of Symplocos Jacq. 

include: S. condorensis B. Stahl, S. neillii  B. Stahl, and 
S. vanderwerffii B. Stahl from southern Ecuador 

S. golondrinae B. Stahl from northern Ecuador (Carchi 
Province); S. guacamayensis B. Stahl from east-central 
Ecuador (Napo Province); S. fragilis B. Stahl and S. 
ovata B. Stahl from northern Peru (Amazonas 
Department); and S. dolichopoda B. Stahl from 

ceana (Miers) Giirke and S. nuda Humb. & Bonpl. are 
reported as new to Ecuador and Peru, respectively. 
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Since the publication of my work on the genus 

1993, 1995), a large number of new collections have 
been presented to me, either as gifts for identification 
or during visits to different herbaria. The Missouri 

major part of this material, which has considerably 
increased the knowledge of this still poorly known 
genus, both with regard to morphological variation and 

Several new species have also been 
. Eight of these are described below, 

along with some notes on range extensions of two 
previously known species. With this and a supple¬ 
mentary paper (Stahl, 2010), which also includes a 
key to all species known to occur in Bolivia, Ecuador, 
and Peru, the total number of Symplocos species 
recorded from Ecuador and Peru is now 32 and 37, 
respectively. However, many unique but incomplete 
specimens are also available, 

Peru. 

New Species from Ecuador 

1. Symplocos vanderwerffii B. Stahl, sp. nov. 
TYPE: Ecuador. Zamora-Chinchipe: near mining 
camp at Rio Tundaime, 78°24'W, 03°34'S, 
1100-1400 m, 9 Nov. 2004, H. van der Werfrf, 
B. Gray, W. Quizhpe & J. C. Ronquillo 19431 
(holotype, S). Figure 1A, B. 

Tree to at least 10 m tall; young shoots and 

when dried; blade elliptic or obovate, 6-12 X 2- 
5.5 cm, cartilaginous, glabrous on both sides, base 
attenuate, apex shortly obtuse-acuminate or obtuse, 
margins entire, slightly revolute; midvein prominent 
abaxially, impressed adaxially, lateral veins 6 to 11 
per side, prominulous abaxially, inconspicuous adaxi¬ 
ally, veinlets inconspicuous on both sides; petiole 3- 

cles, 1-2 cm, borne mainly in the leaf axils of extant 
leaves, inflorescence branches glabrous; bracts gla- 

15 per inflorescence; each flower subtended by 3 
bracteoles, these very broadly ovate, 1.2-1.5 X 1.5- 

the calyx glabrous, tube ca. 1 mm, lobes very broadly 
ovate, ca. 1.5 X 1.5 mm, margins sparsely ciliolate; 

2.5 mm wide, densely strigulose on the outside except 
toward margins, the margins entire; stamens 35 to 40 
in 3 rows, filament tube 0.5-0.7 mm, free filaments 
0.5-1.8 X 0.3-0.4 mm, minutely and densely 
papillose; anthers ca. 0.2 X 0.2 mm; disc thick- 
annular, glabrous; style ca. 0.7 mm; stigma capitate, 
2-lobed; ovary 2-locular with 2 ovules in each locule. 
Fruits ovoid, 9-12 X 6-8 mm, glabrous. 

Distribution and habitat. Symplocos vanderwerffii 

dense, wet cloud forest on sandstone or mixed 
l southern Ecuador. 

IUCN Red List category. The new species is 
categorized as Data Deficient (DD) according to IUCN 
Red List criteria (IUCN, 2001). 

Discussion. Symplocos vanderwerffii is character¬ 
ized by cartilaginous, obovate, glabrous leaves; gray 
branchlets; small flowers arranged in little-branched 
panicles; and a 2-locular ovary. In leaf shape, it is 
similar to S. peruviana (Szyszyl.) Brand, from which it 
differs in the glabrous leaves and larger flowers 

Novon 20: 84-94. Published on 18 March 2010. doi: 10.3417/2008079 



Figure 1. Symplocos vanderwerffii B. Stahl (A, B) and S. condorensis B. Stahl (C, D). -A, C. Habit. -B, D. Close-up of 

i 3.5-4 mm vs. 2.2-3 r 
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base; stigma capitate, 3-lobed; ovary 3-locular with 2 

10 X 5-6 mm, style base sparsely to densely strigulose, 
other parts glabrous. 
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3578 (S). 

1.2 mm, margins ciliolate; bracteoles glabrous, very 
broadly ovate, 1—1.5 X 1.2-2 mm, with size 
increasing toward the flower, margins ciliolate. 

Flowers with the calyx glabrous, tube ca. 1.5 mm, 
lobes very broadly ovate, ca. 1.5 X 2 mm, margins 

long, lobes 2.5-3 mm wide, margins entire; stamens 







Novon 

Discussion. Although it is represented by rather 
scanty material lacking open flowers, I do not hesitate 
to describe this species as new. Symplocos dolicho- 
poda is distinguished by the large, broad leaves and 

and calyx lobes, few stamens, and papillose anthers. It 
may well have its closest relative in S. robusta B. 
Stahl, which occurs in La Paz Department, Bolivia 
(Stahl, 1994), and which is also characterized by 
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